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Synopsis

Leaving a religion is not merely a matter of losing or rejecting faith. For many, it involves dramatic
changes of everyday routines and personal habits. Davidman bases her analysis on in-depth
conversations with forty ex-Hasidic individuals. From these conversations emerge accounts of the
great fear, angst, and sense of danger that come of leaving a highly bounded enclave community.
Many of those interviewed spoke of feeling marginal in their own communities; of strain in their
homes due to death, divorce, or their parents’ profound religious differences; experienced sexual,
physical, or verbal abuse; or expressed an acute awareness of gender inequality, the dissimilar
lives of their secular relatives, and forbidden television shows, movies, websites, and books.
Becoming Un-Orthodox draws much-needed attention to the vital role of the body and bodily
behavior in religious practices. It is through physical rituals and routines that the members of a
religion, particularly a highly conservative one, constantly create, perform, and reinforce the culture
of the religion. Because of the many observances and daily rituals required by their faith, Hasidic
defectors are an exemplary case study for exploring the centrality of the body in shaping,
maintaining, and shedding religions. This book provides both a moving narrative of the struggles of
Hasidic defectors and a compelling call for greater collective understanding of the complex

significance of the body in society.
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Customer Reviews

Q&A with the Author Aside from being the topic of your book, you also became un-Orthodox, and



in fact were disowned from your family. How did your own experience becoming un-Orthodox inform
your writing? My own experiences of leaving Orthodoxy informed this book every step along the
way. | had been reading and learning about self-reflexivity before | began this project, and | tried to
be self-reflexive in every stage of the research, beginning with conceiving this study (which came
out of my gut, reflecting my desire to learn about peopleA¢A A™s similarA¢A A”although also
differentA¢A A”experiences in leaving). | analyzed my stance in relation to this book and wrote
about it within the book. | felt strongly that readers needed to know A¢A Acewhere | was coming
fromA¢A A- to help them better assess the quality of my analysis. | also described some of my
experiences throughout the book, | think a bit in each chapter; because | think it is a much more
honest approach and because | think readers are interested in learning about the author and her
life. How did your own experience leaving Orthodox Judaism compare to those you write about?
My own experiences leaving Orthodox Judaism were in many ways easier (despite being
disowned). Modern Orthodox Jews engage with the secular world; their philosophy is following
Torah and being a person in the world. So, as a Modern Orthodox, | grew up knowing about the
secular world of movies, TV, plays, etc. | went to a University, which helped me leave, and when |
left | knew | could manage well in the secular world. In contrast, the Hasidic defectors did not know
much about the secular world. They grew up speaking Yiddish, and newspapers, TVs and other
forms of secular media were banned from their homes. They grew up in a community in which they
were encapsulated physically, socially, and ideologically. They were taught that non-Jews are
threatening and that many of them were like animals. So they were terrified of leaving: they did not
have the education needed to find jobs to support themselves in the secular world; they had no idea
how to find an apartment, or how to finance it; the men spoke Yiddish and poor English. So they had
a lot more cultural learning to do in order to leave than | had. Also they had to

A¢A AcedisinscribeA¢A A« the Haredi markers from their bodiesA¢A A’learn to dress differently
(putting on pants was a big deal for the women) and comport themselves in a more open way. Did
any interviews surprise you? If so, what was it that surprised you? One aspect of my interviews
that surprised me is that none of the people | spoke to were fully cut off from their families as | had
been. | expected | would find other defectors (than me) had been cut off from their families. Some
remained quite distant or not in contact with their families for a few years, but usually became
reconnected after the passage of time... or when a grandchild was born. Some, though, have very
poor and painful relationships with their families, speaking of emotional distance and pain. What do
you hope readers will take away from the book? For one, | want them to take away an

understanding of the body as central to all social interaction and institutions. | would like them to see



how embodiment is not one aspect of a person but the fundamental ground of everyoneA¢A A™s
being. | have a fantasy they will come away understanding we need to reverse Descartes: | think
therefore | am and instead have it as A¢A Acel am therefore | think.A¢A A« | hope readers will
understand both the uniqueness of Haredi life, and the similarities between defectors and others
who change their identities through the medium of the body such as LGBTQ people. | want to

complicate the common sense assumption that all Orthodox Jews are alike.

Download to continue reading...

Becoming Un-Orthodox: Stories of Ex-Hasidic Jews An Overview of Orthodox Canon Law
(Orthodox, Theological Library) The Orthodox Jewish Bible: Tanakh and Orthodox Jewish Brit
Chadasha Holy Serpent of the Jews: The Rabbis’ Secret Plan for Satan to Crush Their Enemies
and Vault the Jews to Global Dominion Ouija Board Stories: Chilling True Horror Stories Of Ouija
Boards Gone Wrong (Ouija Board Stories, Ghost Stories, True Horror Stories, Ouija Board
Nightmares, Haunted Places Book 1) Martin Buber’'s 10 Rungs: Collected Hasidic Sayings Souls on
Fire: Portraits and Legends of Hasidic Masters Your Word Is Fire: The Hasidic Masters on
Contemplative Prayer The Complete Book of Greek Cooking: The Recipe Club of St. Paul’'s
Orthodox Cathedral At Our Table-A Slavic and Russian Orthodox Pascal and Folk Cookbook
Rabbinic Authority and Personal Autonomy (The Orthodox Forum Series) Keep Your Wives Away
from Them: Orthodox Women, Unorthodox Desires Cut Me Loose: Sin and Salvation After My
Ultra-Orthodox Girlhood Bizarre True Stories: Weird And Unusual True Stories Of The Paranormal,
Strange Sightings, Eerie True Ghost Stories And Unexplained Phenomena (True Paranormal ...
True Ghost Stories And Hauntings) Ghost Stories: Petrifying True Ghost Stories Of The Undead
And Their Supernatural Tales (Ghost Stories, True Ghost Stories, Conspiracy Theories, True Ghost
... And Hauntings, Haunted Asylums, Book 1) True Ghost Stories And Hauntings: Horrifying True
Paranormal Hauntings From The Last 300 Years: Creepy True Ghost Stories And Accounts (True
Ghost Stories, True Paranormal, Bizarre True Stories) Becoming a Citizen Activist: Stories,
Strategies, and Advice for Changing Our World GAY: 13 STORIES OF MAN ON MAN (GAY MM
ROMANCE, GAY BDSM, FIRST TIME, MM/MMM MULTIPLE PARTNER, FORBIDDEN TALES,
STEAMY TABOO STORIES, ALPHA MALES TOO BIG TO FIT IN, GAY MENAGE THREESOME
STORIES) World War 1: Soldier Stories: The Untold Soldier Stories on the Battlefields of WWI
(World War I, WWI, World War One, Great War, First World War, Soldier Stories) EROTICA: PAST
BEDTIME - 31 Short Story Steamy Romance Stories, Sultry XXX Short Stories, Sex Stories For
Adults, New Adult Books, Off Limits Erotic Shorts

Dmca


http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/read-book/jO8JW/becoming-un-orthodox-stories-of-ex-hasidic-jews.pdf?r=01TNzIfD2wmTTDGwwmI3kVogPNw0jDsOittPyL4LFvX3zJc8UvIUzTlFn%2BFstDYo
http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/dmca

